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UNCLAS DUSSELDORF 648 

MIL ADDEES FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT GW 

SUB J : FDP URGES DECISION ON KUEHN SUCCESSION 

REF: A. DUSSELDORF 331 B. DUSSELDORF 157 

1 . ON APRIL 11, 1978, DR. HORST-LUDWIG RIEMER, NORTH RHINE- 
WESTPHALIAN (NRW) MINISTER OF ECONOMICS AND CHAIRMAN OF 
THE NRW/FDP, SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF HIS PARTY AND WITH AN 
EYE ON THE FORTHCOMING NRW/FDP CONVENTION, URGED THE SPD 
TO REACH A SPEEDY DECISION CONCERNING THE TENURE OF 
HEINZ KUEHN AS MINISTER PRESIDENT OF NRW (SEE ALSO REFTEL ?). 

IN PARTICULAR THE FDP WANTS TO KNOW WHETHER KUEHN WILL 
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RESIGN PREMATURELY OR REMAIN IN OFFICE UNTIL 1980 
AND WHO IS TO SUCCEED HIM. RIEMER DECLARED THAT THE 
UNCERTAINTY IN THIS MATTER IS NOT CONDUCIVE TO THE 
COALITION CLIMATE AND THAT HE EXPECTS THE SPD TO 
NOMINATE ITS CANDIDATE BEFORE THE END OF 1978 AND TO 
PUT ITS NOMINEE UP FOR ELECTION IN THE LANDTAG. 
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2. RIEMER REITERATED THE RESOLVE OF HIS PARTY TO 
UPHOLD THE COALITION AND PLEDGED SUPPORT FOR THE 
ELECTION OF ONE OF THE TWO CANDIDATES PUT UP BY THE 
PARTY SO FAR, NAMELY JOHANNES RAU, NRW MINISTER OF 
SCIENCE AND RESEARCH AND NRW/SPD CHAIRMAN OR DR. 
DIETHER POSSER, NRW MINISTER OF FINANCE. HE INDICATED 
THAT THE FDP MAY NOT GIVE ITS SUPPORT TO OUTSIDE 
NOMINEES SUCH AS SPD BUNDESTAG DEPUTY WALTER ARENDT, 
EX-FEDERAL MINISTER OF LABOR, AND HANS JUERGEN 
WISCHNEWSKI, STATE MINISTER IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CHANCELLOR. 

3. ACCORDING TO RIEMER, KUEHN'S SUCCESSION SHOULD BE 
DECIDED EARLY ENOUGH TO REMOVE THE DECISION FROM THE 
NRW COMMUNIAL ELECTIONS IN THE FALL OF 1979 AND THE 
NRW LANDTAG ELECTIONS IN SPRING OF 1980. ALTHOUGH 
LOYAL TO THE COALITION, RIEMER EMPHASIZED, THE FDP 
DOES NOT WANT TO BE PREJUDICED BY THE SPD INTO A 
COALITION COMMITMENT FOR THE NEXT LEGISLATURE PERIOD 
BY ACCEPTING A NEW SPD MINISTER PRESIDENT JUST PRIOR 
TO THE ELECTIONS. 

4. ACCORDING TO RELIABLE SOURCES RIEMER HAS HAD 
ANOTHER TALK WITH OPPOSITION LEADER HEINRICH 
KOEPPLER ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CDU AND FDP 
WHICH KOEPPLER HAS DESCRIBED AS A DEFINITE IMPROVEMENT 
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OF THE POLITICAL CLIMATE (SEE REFTEL A).DUX 
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